Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Determination Statement
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This determination statement has been produced to comply with Regulation 9 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
The Regulations implement European Directive 2001/42/EC. This requires that the effect on
the environment of certain plans and programmes should be assessed, including plans
prepared for town and country planning or land use. An exception is made for plans that
determine the use of a small area at a local level, if the responsible authority has
determined that the plan is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. This
determination statement sets out the reasons why North Dorset District Council (the
responsible authority) considers that a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is
required with respect to the Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan.
A Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report for the Pimperne Neighbourhood
Plan was submitted to North Dorset District Council and the statutory consultation bodies in
June 2016. A Strategic Environmental Assessment - Options Stage report was
subsequently submitted to North Dorset District Council in November 2016. The Scoping
Report and Options Stage report take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 of the
Regulations. On 19 April 2017 the SEA Options Report and the Options Draft
Neighbourhood Plan were made available to the statutory consultation bodies (Historic
England, Natural England and Environment Agency), as required by Regulation 9(2)(b).
The District Council received responses from all of the statutory consultation bodies by 11
May 2017 (see Appendix). Having considered these responses, and taken into account the
criteria specified in Schedule 1 to the regulations, as required by Regulation 9(2)(a), the
District Council considers that an SEA of the Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan is required for
the following reasons:
•
•
•

The Plan is likely to allocate land for 40 to 45 dwellings.
The vast majority of the plan area is within the Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The plan area includes a large number of heritage assets.

NOTE: The statement is based on the information provided. If the contents of the plan are revised and/or
there is a material change in the environmental characteristics in the locality (e.g. the designation of any
additional nature conservation or other environmental sites), then the comments contained in this statement
would need to be reconsidered in order to take account of the changes.
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Habitats Regulations Assessment
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Schedule 2, paragraph 1 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 sets
out the prescribed basic condition that the making of a neighbourhood plan is not likely to
have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore
Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects).
The District Council has consulted Natural England as to the requirement for a habitats
regulation assessment.
Natural England’s response with regards to internationally and nationally designated wildlife
sites stated:
Based on the information provided, we can confirm that the plan is unlikely to harm any Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), or Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special
Protection Area (SPA), or Ramsar Site and is not likely to significantly affect the interest
features for which they are notified. I can therefore confirm that Natural England has no
concerns regarding this aspect of the proposals and is satisfied that impacts on
internationally and nationally designated wildlife sites can be screened out from any
requirement for further assessment.

APPENDIX
SEA Statutory Consultation Bodies Responses
1. Natural England – received 02/05/2017
2. Historic England – received 11/05/2017
3. Environment Agency – received 05/05/2017

Date:
02 May 2017
Our ref: 213628
Your ref: Neighbourhood Plan

Mr A Bennett
Dorset Councils Partnership

BY EMAIL ONLY

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Mr Bennett
Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan SEA/HRA Screening Opinion
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 20th April
2017.
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated sites,
landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be
significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.
Internationally and Nationally Designated Wildlife Sites
Based on the information provided, we can confirm that the plan is unlikely to harm any Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), or Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA), or
Ramsar Site and is not likely to significantly affect the interest features for which they are notified. I can
therefore confirm that Natural England has no concerns regarding this aspect of the proposals and is
satisfied that impacts on internationally and nationally designated wildlife sites can be screened out
from any requirement for further assessment.
Neighbourhood Plan
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans in light of the SEA Directive is contained within
the National Planning Practice Guidancei. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the
production of an SEA, for instance where:
•a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development
•the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan
•the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.
Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Sharon Jenkins
Consultations Team

From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

Stuart, David
Bennett, Allan
RE: Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan SEA/HRA Screening Opinion Consultation
Thu 11/05/2017 10:01

Dear Allan
Thank you for your consultation on the SEA Screening for the Pimperne Neighbourhood Plan.
My apologies for not responding before now.
We would normally expect the local planning authority to provide us with a prepared Screening
Report with its own conclusion as to whether an SEA is required upon which our view is then
sought.
We appreciate that in this instance the community has already assumed that an SEA will be
required and has proceeded accordingly. On the basis that the Plan envisages allocating sites for
development and that there is no Screening Report to provide evidence to suggest that there
will not be a likelihood of significant environmental effects we have no objection to the
conclusion that an SEA will be required.
Kind regards
David
David Stuart | Historic Places Adviser South West
Historic England | 29 Queen Square | Bristol | BS1 4ND
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing enhancements to
our existing free planning and listing services. For more information on the new Enhanced
Advisory Services as well as our free services go to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS
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We help people understand, enjoy and value the historic environment, and protect it for the
future. Historic England is a public body, and we champion everyone’s heritage, across
England.
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Follow us: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram Sign up to our newsletter
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For the first time, we are opening up The List asking people to share images, insights and secrets
of these special historic places to capture them for future generations. Can you help us
# ListEngland?
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This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England
unless specifically stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do
not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become
publicly available.

